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HOUSE BI LL 2491

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Geen, Chandler, Hunt, Arnstrong, and Appl eton; by
request of Secretary of State

Prefiled 12/31/07. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on State Governnent & Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to candidate filing; anending RCW 29A. 24.031,
29A.24. 070, and 29A.24.091; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 24.031 and 2004 c 271 s 158 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A candidate who desires to have his or her nane printed on the
ballot for election to an office other than president of the United
States, vice president of the United States, or an office for which
ownership of property is a prerequisite to voting shall conplete and
file a declaration of candidacy. The secretary of state shall adopt,
by rule, a declaration of candidacy form for the office of precinct
commttee officer and a separate standard form for candi dates for al
other offices filing under this chapter. Included on the standard form
shal | be:

(1) A place for the candidate to declare that he or she is a
regi stered voter within the jurisdiction of the office for which he or
she is filing, and the address at which he or she is registered;

(2) A place for the candidate to indicate the position for which he
or she is filing;
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(3) A place for the candidate to indicate a party designation, if
appl i cabl e;

(4) A place for the candidate to indicate the anount of the filing
fee acconpanying the decl aration of candidacy or for the candidate to
indicate that he or she is ((H+Hhrganremhating)) submtting a filing
fee petition in lieu of the filing fee under RCW 29A. 24. 091,

(5 A place for the candidate to sign the declaration of candidacy,
stating that the information provided on the formis true and swearing
or affirmng that he or she will support the Constitution and | aws of
the United States and the Constitution and laws of the state of
Washi ngt on.

In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed electronically,
subm ssion of the form constitutes agreenent that the information
provided with the filing is true, that he or she wll support the
Constitutions and laws of the United States and the state of
Washi ngton, and that he or she agrees to electronic paynent of the
filing fee established in RCW 29A. 24. 091.

The secretary of state nmay require any other information on the
form he or she deens appropriate to facilitate the filing process.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.24.070 and 2006 c 263 s 614 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Decl arati ons of candi dacy shall be filed with the following filing
of ficers:

(1) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for
statew de offices, United States senate, and United States house of
representatives;

(2) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for the
state legislature, the court of appeals, and the superior court when
the candidate is seeking office in a district conprised of voters from

two or nore counties((—Fhe—seeretary—of—stateandthecountyr—auditor
el . : i d : i d : I
Leaisl | I : Ls. -y . I I
i d . i e . ' . . | of :

COtHHY) )
(3) The county auditor for all other offices. For any nonpartisan

office, other than judicial offices and school director in joint
districts, where voters froma district conprising nore than one county
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vote upon the candidates, a declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county in which a mgjority of the
regi stered voters of the district reside. For school directors in
joint school districts, the declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county designated by the superintendent
of public instruction as the county to which the joint school district
i s considered as bel ongi ng under RCW 28A. 323. 040( (+

t4—For—al—other—purposes—ol—this—tithe—a—declaration—ol

Each official with whom decl arations of candi dacy are filed under
this section, within one business day followng the closing of the
applicable filing period, shall transmt to the public disclosure
comm ssion the information required in RCW 29A.24.031 (1) through (4)
for each declaration of candidacy filed in his or her office during
such filing period or a list containing the nane of each candi date who
files such a declaration in his or her office during such filing period
together with a precise identification of the position sought by each
such candi date and the date on which each such declaration was fil ed.
Such official, within three days following his or her receipt of any
letter withdrawi ng a person's nane as a candidate, shall also forward
a copy of such withdrawal letter to the public disclosure comm ssion.

Sec. 3. RCW29A 24.091 and 2006 ¢ 206 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

A filing fee of one dollar shall acconpany each decl aration of
candi dacy for precinct commttee officer; a filing fee of ten dollars
shall acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of one thousand dollars or less; a filing fee equal
to one percent of the annual salary of the office at the tinme of filing
shall acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of nore than one thousand dollars per annum No
filing fee need acconpany a declaration of candidacy for any office for
whi ch conpensation is on a per diemor per neeting attended basis.

A candi date who | acks sufficient assets or incone at the tine of
filing to pay the filing fee required by this section shall submt wth
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his or her declaration of candidacy a filing fee petition. The
petition shall <contain not |less than a nunber of signatures of
regi stered voters equal to the nunmber of dollars of the filing fee.
The signatures shall be of voters registered to vote wthin the
jurisdiction of the office for which the candidate is filing.

When the candidacy is for:

(1) A statewde office, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of
st at e;

(2) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
nmore than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state
for equal division between the treasuries of the counties conprising
the district((+-)) .

(()) (3) A legislative or judicial office that includes
territory fromonly one county((+

2))), the fee shall be paid to the county auditor ((+H—the

i d il ed_hi I el . : i d PN
audi tor;

o I : hall | g I : g I
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udicial off e L)y
((3))) (4) A city or town office, the fee shall be paid to the

county auditor, who shall transmt it to the city or town clerk for
deposit in the city or town treasury.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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